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HENSOLDT secures contract to deliver radar systems for 
Space Centre Australia

Taufkirchen/Germany, 17 October 2024 – Sensor solutions provider HENSOLDT has signed 
a contract with Space Centre Australia (SCA) to deliver two high-performance Air Surveillance 
Radar - Next Generation systems (ASR-NG), along with a 20-year sustainment plan to bolster 
Australia's critical air surveillance capabilities. The total order volume of the initial phase is 
worth around 20 million euros (around $30 million AUD). Under the contract terms, 
HENSOLDT will deliver the two ASR-NG radars by the end of 2026, with sustainment services 
starting in 2027. 

The primary radar of the ASR-NG has special signal processing technology for long-range 
airspace surveillance and the suppression of false signals from wind turbines. The 3D-capable 
radar thus enables the safe guidance of all aircraft within a radius of 120 NM and up to altitudes 
of 50,000 feet. The MSSR 2000 I secondary radar integrated in the ASR-NG ensures automatic 
identification of aircraft identified by transponder signals. It operates in accordance with the 
"Mode S" air traffic control standard, which entails a further improvement in interrogations for 
aircraft identification. The newly acquired radar units will support both high-altitude and low-
altitude airspace management, aligning with Space Centre Australia’s mission to lead in space 
safety and aerospace industry innovation. 

As part of the signing ceremony held in Taufkirchen, HENSOLDT welcomed James Palmer, 
CEO of Space Centre Australia, and Scott Morrison, Chairman of Space Centre Australia and 
former Prime Minister of Australia. This significant contract positions Australia to become the 
largest operator of ASR-NG systems globally, with a total of 11 units. 

Mark Novak, Managing Director of HENSOLDT Australia, emphasized the strategic 
importance of the partnership, stating: “This milestone reflects the culmination of extensive 
collaboration between HENSOLDT and Space Centre Australia. We are excited about this 
enduring partnership, which will ensure the ASR-NG provides robust air surveillance 
capabilities for years to come.” 

Hon. Scott Morrison, Non-Executive Chairman of SPACE CENTRE AUSTRALIA said: “The 
establishment of SCA’s Spaceport in Cape York will not just provide the infrastructure needed 
to make Australia a leading nation in the global space industry, but it will importantly and 
significantly enhance Australia’s surveillance and aviation domain management capabilities in 
remote Northern Australia, to support the work of our defence forces and border protection 
agencies.” 

James Palmer, CEO of SPACE CENTRE AUSTRALIA said: “The purchase of these 
HENSOLDT radar systems marks a significant milestone in strengthening the infrastructure 
required for our aerospace operations, these units will deliver state-of-the-art air surveillance 
that not only ensures the safety of our launches but also reinforces our commitment to 
maintaining the highest safety standards for the global aerospace industry. We are excited to 
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integrate HENSOLDT'S proven technology into our operations as we continue to develop our 
launch capabilities.” 

HENSOLDT Australia has a proven track record in radar installation, maintenance, and testing 
across RAAF bases and naval platforms. This new contract will further strengthen HENSOLDT 
Australia’s role in supporting air traffic control (ATC) radars across the Asia-Pacific region. By 
leveraging its expertise in both radar and space technologies, the company is well-positioned 
to meet the evolving needs of Space Centre Australia across Australia, the UK, and the USA.  

About HENSOLDT 

HENSOLDT is a leading company in the European defence industry with a global reach. Based 
in Taufkirchen near Munich, the company develops complete sensor solutions for defence and 
security applications. As a system integrator, HENSOLDT offers platform-independent, 
networked solutions. As a technology leader, the company is also driving forward the 
development of defence electronics and optronics and is continuously expanding its portfolio 
based on innovative approaches to data fusion, artificial intelligence and cyber security. In 
2023, HENSOLDT achieved a turnover of 1.85 billion euros. Following the acquisition of ESG 
GmbH, the company employs around 8,500 people. HENSOLDT is listed on the Frankfurt 
Stock Exchange in the MDAX.  

www.hensoldt.net 

 

HENSOLDT Australia 
HENSOLDT Australia and New Zealand is committed to unlocking the potential of 
technological solutions and services by providing its customers with integrated answers and 
analytics. Working across the Defence, Space and Security Industries our Solutions and 
Services expertise is what stands us apart.  
Our capabilities include design, manufacture, integration, engineering, repair, and ILS 
(Integrated Logistics Support). We are internationally recognized for our leading-edge 
technologies, installing, and delivering radars and electronic solutions, electro-optronics, and 
air traffic control solutions. HENSOLDT Australia is headquartered in Canberra, with offices in 
Hobart, Newcastle and Adelaide and a growing team that support various Defence programs 
and civilian applications across Australia and the Asia Pacific region. 

 
About SPACE CENTRE AUSTRALIA 

SPACE CENTRE AUSTRALIA is Australia’s first large-scale multi-use spaceport. It is 
committed to advancing the Australian and international space industries. Located in Northern 
Queensland, SCA is situated away from competing air corridors, in a no-population density 
area, allowing clear access to a range of orbital positions. Its facilities are safe and secure, 
providing close access to various launch destinations.  

www.spacecentreaustralia.com  
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Photo Caption:  

Contract signature (sitting, from left): Dr James Palmer (CEO Space Center Australia), Mark 
Novak (General Manager HENSOLDT Australia), Nicolas Debove (Head of ATC-IFF business 
HENSOLDT). Second row, from left: Hon Scott Morisson (Group Non-Executive Chairman 
SCA), Russell Gould (Head of International Business Development HENSOLDT), Thibaud 
Grizard (Head of Business development HENSOLDT Australia). 
 
 
Press contact:  

Lothar Belz, Tel. (0731) 392.3681, E-Mail: lothar.belz@hensoldt.net 
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